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The death penalty was completely

removed from legislation in Latvia,

making it the 97th country abolitionist

for all crimes worldwide. Ten years ago

in 2003, this figure stood at 80. In total,

140 countries have abolished the death

penalty in law or practice.

At least 1,722 people were sentenced 

to death in 58 countries in 2012. This is

a decrease from 2011, when at least

1,923 people were known to have been

sentenced in 63 countries worldwide,

and a reduction for the second year

running (2010: 2,024 death sentences 

in 67 countries).

In 2012 Amnesty International recorded

executions in 21 countries. It cannot 

be excluded that executions took place

in Egypt and Syria, though none could be

confirmed. This figure reflects the

significant overall decline of the death

penalty from a decade earlier, when 28

countries carried out executions in 2003.

THE NUMBER OF ABOLITIONIST
COUNTRIES ROSE TO 97 IN 2012.

EXECUTIONS WERE CONFIRMED
IN 21 COUNTRIES.

THE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES
IMPOSING DEATH SENTENCES
FELL TO 58 IN 2012.

DEATH PENALTY TRENDS 

2003-2012
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• Thousands of executions 

• Hundreds of executions 

• 10·99 executions 

1·9 executions 
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I WANT 
TO HELP

WHETHER IN A HIGH-PROFILE CONFLICT
OR A FORGOTTEN CORNER OF THE 
GLOBE, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
CAMPAIGNS FOR JUSTICE, FREEDOM 
AND DIGNITY FOR ALL AND SEEKS TO
GALVANIZE PUBLIC SUPPORT TO BUILD 
A BETTER WORLD

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Activists around the world have shown that it is possible to resist

the dangerous forces that are undermining human rights. Be part

of this movement. Combat those who peddle fear and hate.

� Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide

movement campaigning for an end to human rights violations.

Help us make a difference.

� Make a donation to support Amnesty International’s work.

Together we can make our voices heard.  

I am interested in receiving further information on becoming a member of Amnesty
International

name

address

country 

email

I wish to make a donation to Amnesty International (donations will be taken in UK£, US$ or €)

amount

please debit my                            Visa                                   Mastercard

number

expiry date

signature

Please return this form to the Amnesty International office in your country.

For Amnesty International offices worldwide: www.amnesty.org/en/worldwide-sites
If there is not an Amnesty International office in your country, please return this form to:

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House,
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom



DEATH SENTENCES AND EXECUTIONS 2012

Despite some negative developments, the use of the death penalty in 2012

overall confirmed the global trend towards abolition.

The USA was the only country in the Americas to have carried out executions

in 2012. However, just nine states in the USA carried out executions in 2012,

compared to 13 in 2011. Connecticut became the 17th abolitionist US state. 

Despite setbacks in the Asia-Pacific region – including the resumption of

executions in India and Pakistan – Viet Nam did not carry out death sentences

and Singapore observed a moratorium on executions while considering

amendments to its death penalty laws. In sub-Saharan Africa, further progress

was visible. The government of Ghana plans to abolish the death penalty in the

new Constitution. There are no more prisoners on death row in Sierra Leone. 

Belarus continued to be the only country in Europe and central Asia to carry

out executions. Legislation to remove the death penalty completely came

into effect in Latvia in January, making it the 97th country abolitionist for all

crimes worldwide.

In December the UN General Assembly adopted the fourth resolution on a

moratorium on the use of the death penalty, with 111 Member States voting

in favour. 

This report analyzes some of the key developments in the application of the

death penalty in 2012, presenting figures gathered by Amnesty International

on the number of death sentences handed down and executions carried out

during the year.

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without

exception, regardless of the nature or circumstances of the crime; guilt,

innocence or other characteristics of the individual; or the method used by

the state to carry out the execution.

Amnesty International
International Secretariat
Peter Benenson House
1 Easton Street
London WC1X 0DW
United Kingdom

www.amnesty.org
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